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An exciting yearly festival of Canadian contemporary music 
held during Canada music week November 19 to 25, 2023. 

 
ACNMP, 20 St. Joseph St., Toronto, ON M4Y 1J9, www.acnmp.ca, info@acnmp.ca 

 

EDMONTON 
 

Edmonton Program: November 17 - 19, 2023 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 10037 84 Ave NW, Edmonton 

 

Young Composers Program Final Concert: Saturday, November 18, 8:00 pm 
Upper Hall, Holy Trinity Anglican Church 

  

Gala Concert: Friday, November 24, 7:00 pm 
Sanctuary, Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
You are welcome to attend live or online. 

 

Livestream: youtube.com/live/ZZVvVPUKvco 
 

 CALGARY, EAST CENTRAL ALBERTA, EDMONTON, MISSISSAUGA,  
NORTH BAY, PARRY SOUND/MUSKOKA, RED DEER, REGINA, SASKATOON, 

MARITIMES, TORONTO, WEST CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN 
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ACNMP MISSION STATEMENT: To commission, promote, and preserve Canadian 
contemporary music as a cornerstone of our national heritage by fostering its 
performance among students, teachers, and performers through education, 
festivals, and workshops. 
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Alliance for Canadian New Music Projects 

ACNMP celebrated it’s 50th anniversary in 2017. The sponsoring organization was founded in 1967 as 
the Contemporary Music Showcase Association (CMSA) and incorporated in 1978 as the Alliance for 
Canadian New Music Projects. In 1997, ACNMP was awarded the Canadian Music Centre and 
Canadian League of Composers' Friends of Canadian Music Award honouring those who have 
demonstrated an exceptional commitment to Canadian composers and their music. 
 

Contemporary Showcase 
The only festival of its kind in Canada, Contemporary Showcase is devoted entirely to music created by 
contemporary Canadian composers. It is non-competitive in that no marks are awarded, no ranking is 
given, and the adjudications take place in an atmosphere that is designed to be informative and 
supportive. The Contemporary Showcase syllabus is available from the website in English and French 
at acnmp.ca. 
 
In many Contemporary Showcase centres, outstanding performers are further encouraged through 
award recognition. Many award recipients of past festivals have gone on to make their mark in the 
music world. Notable ACNMP award recipients include Jean Stillwell, Scott St. John, Lara St. John, 
Stewart Goodyear, Measha Brueggergosman, and Blake Pouliot. 
 
On recommendation of the adjudicators, the Showcase committee will select exceptional performers to 
play at the Showcase concert for their centre, taking into consideration the variety of music styles to be 
presented, instrumentation, duration, balance, and interest.   
 
We currently have 12 centres across Canada. The organization is recognized as one that is currently 
encouraging performers, composers, and audiences for the future. No other organization continues to 
aggressively promote the performance, composition, and study of Canadian contemporary music. 
 

“Contemporary Showcase . . . one of the more conspicuous guarantors of Canada’s music health.” 
-Robert Everett-Green, Globe and Mail 
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	To all the supporters of Canadian New Music,  
 
I wish to send warm greetings, as we are nearing the beginning of another Contemporary Showcase season. From coast to 
coast Classical music organizations are dedicating more resources to the commissioning and performance of contemporary 
Canadian repertoire and creating more exposure opportunities for the diverse young generation of composers emerging from 
every corner of the country. Canada’s major symphony orchestras, such as the Toronto Symphony, the Winnipeg Symphony, 
the National Arts Centre, new music organizations such as Esprit Orchestra and Soundstreams are all coming out with 
innovative programming and showcasing the vast array of talent Canada has to offer. It is due to the tireless work of a number 
of associations and alliances who spent years fighting for the representation of talent in Canada’s illustrious institutions, with 
one such organization being the Alliance for Canadian New Music Projects.  

     One such initiative, the Contemporary Showcase, has recognized some of the most gifted musicians who have recently emerged in the Classical music scene 
over the decades and it also presents opportunities for young musicians to open up a whole world of music outside of their standard instrumental repertoire. I fondly 
remember some of my earliest experiences with contemporary Canadian music that occurred at the Contemporary Showcase events. Even as years went by, I 
remember being mystified by the magical sounds of Christos Hatzis’ String Quartet no.1 performed by my classmates from Toronto’s Earl Haig Secondary School at 
one of the Showcase masterclasses and being inspired to pursue music composition due to this experience. These performances encourage students to chase their 
discovery of contemporary music and engage with challenging music they otherwise would not encounter.  
     The initiatives of the ACNMP are far-reaching, including the commissioning of contemporary compositions. As a young student at the Eastman School, I was 
fortunate to receive one of my earliest commissions from the ACNMP, a small work for guitar, and peculiarly enough it ended up being one of my most performed 
works! It has been commercially released twice on the streaming platforms as recently as last fall by the American guitarist Trevor Babb.   
     In a world where there are so many distractions and too many options, the mission of the ACNMP to provide an outlet for young musicians to experience the best 
of Canadian music is more important than ever and I would like to applaud the staff and the board for their zealous determination in promoting contemporary music 
and helping young musicians with their explorations of new sounds. 
     I would like to wish everyone a happy and restful end of summer holidays and hope to see you all soon at the concert halls! 
 
Eugene Astapov 
 
 

ACNMP National Awards 
	

Procedure:  
The Contemporary Showcase centre must notify ACNMP of their 
nominee’s name and their piece. Each nominee will submit a link to a 
YouTube video of their personal performance and submit a copy of the 
score to info@acnmp.ca on or before December 16, 2023.  
The recipient will be notified and an announcement will be made on the 
ACNMP website and Facebook page on or before January 28, 2024.  
 

The Ann Southam Award 
This performance excellence award is established in 
memory of pioneering Canadian composer Ann 
Southam by the Southam family. The award will 
recognize an outstanding performance of a work by 

a Canadian female composer. 
Qualification: The nominee must have performed a work by a Canadian 
female composer. Each centre may submit one Senior candidate (Grade 
9 and above) and one Junior candidate (up to and including Grade 8). 
Amount of Award:  Senior $1,000 & Junior $500 
This award is made possible by Kip Southam. 
 

The Mary Hildebrand Memorial Award for 
Performance Excellence 
Mary Hildebrand was a teacher, composer, and dedicated 
supporter of Contemporary Showcase Mississauga. This 
award has been established by Mary’s family. 

Qualification: Each Contemporary Showcase Centre may submit one 
senior (Grade 9 and above) solo performance on the recommendation of 
the adjudicator. 
Amount of Award: $500.00 
This award is made possible by the family of Mary Hildebrand. 

 

John Weinzweig Scholarship 
To honour John Weinzweig, "the Dean of Canadian 
Composers," ACNMP is pleased to announce a 
scholarship for the performance of solo works by 
John Weinzweig or by a first or second generation 
Weinzweig student. The scholarship is funded by 

"John Weinzweig ONE HUNDRED YEARS 1913–2013". 
There will be one junior (up to and including Grade 8) and one senior 
(Grade 9 and up) scholarship.  
Qualification: Solo performances of any Weinzweig composition on the 
ACNMP syllabus (acnmp.ca) or of a solo work listed on 
johnweinzweig.com will be accepted. Or a solo work by one of John 
Weinzweig’s first or second generation students, such as Murray Adaskin, 
John Beckwith, Norma Beecroft, Brian Cherney, Samuel Dolin, Harry 
Freedman, Srul Irving Glick, R. Murray Schafer, Harry Somers. 
This scholarship is made possible by Daniel Weinzweig.  
 
 

The Mary Gardiner Award of 
Performance Excellence 
This award was established in 2010 to honour 
Mary Gardiner, an awarded composer, pianist, 
educator, mentor, great champion of Canadian 

music, and long-serving President of Alliance for Canadian New Music 
Projects. 
Each centre may submit one senior candidate (Grade 9 and above) and 
one Junior candidate (up to and including Grade 8). 
Qualification: The nominee must have participated for three years in the 
Contemporary Showcase festival at a high level of performance. 
This award is made possible by memorial donations and the generosity 
of the Gardiner family and Eva Michalak.  
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2023 Clinician Biographies 
 

Senior / Intermediate Piano  
– Dr. Leanne Regehr 
Leanne Regehr is a versatile and sensitive 
pianist who is widely recognized for her intuitive 
ability to collaborate with other musicians 
across an extensive range of repertoire. She is 
the featured soloist in a live recording of Victor 
Davies’ Mennonite Piano Concerto with the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and is currently 
based in Edmonton where she serves on the 
faculties of the University of Alberta and The 
King’s University. 
Leanne’s reputation in opera has grown 
through engagements as a répétiteur with 
Shreveport Opera, Mercury Opera, and 
Edmonton Opera. Her dedication to the 
development of young singers has been shown 
through her work as a faculty member with 
Opera NUOVA, as a Coaching Fellow at the 
Aspen Music Festival and most recently with 
the Ukrainian Art Song Project’s Summer 
Institute in Toronto. She is a keyboardist with 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, and has 
performed with the Chamber Orchestra of 
Edmonton, the Okanagan Symphony 
Orchestra, Pro Coro Canada, Da Camera 
Singers, Luminous Voices, and the Academy 
Concert Series in Toronto. 
Leanne completed her Doctor of Music in Piano 
Performance at Northwestern University and 
explored further studies at the Banff School of 
Fine Arts, the Universitat Mozarteum in 
Salzburg and the Aspen Music Festival. She 
has enjoyed playing the masterworks of the 
choral repertoire during her twenty seasons as 
accompanist with the Richard Eaton Singers, 
and freelances as a soloist, vocal coach, recital 
partner, and adjudicator. 
 
Beginner / Junior Piano &  
Creative Music – Christine Donkin 
Christine Donkin’s compositions have been 
performed by (among others) Symphony New 
Brunswick, Symphony Nova Scotia, The 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, the Vancouver 

Symphony Orchestra, the Canadian Guitar 
Quartet, the DaCapo Chamber Choir, Cantus 
(the Norwegian choir featured in the soundtrack 
of Frozen), the Meeks Duo, and esteemed 
Canadian pianist Dr. Elaine Keillor; and at 
(among others) the Ottawa Chamber Music 
Festival; Music & Beyond (Ottawa); The Village 
Trip Festival (New York City); Podium 
(Canada); the American Choral Directors’ 
Association Convention; and The Big Sing 
(New Zealand). She has initiated various 
collaborations, commissioning poets (George 
Elliott Clarke, Lozan Yamolky, and Connie 
Braun) and fellow composers (Chan Ka Nin, 
Hussein Janmohamed, Marie-Claire Saindon, 
Clark Winslow Ross, Sherryl Sewapagaham, 
and Airat Ichmouratov), and working with 
Peterborough-based Indigenous vocal-
percussion ensemble Unity in two projects 
commissioned by the Peterborough Symphony 
Orchestra. Christine owes a debt of gratitude to 
the Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario 
Arts Council, and the SOCAN Foundation for 
the funding to make these projects possible. 
As an educator, Christine is constantly witness 
to the process through which musicians must 
go in order to acquire the skills that they need 
as professionals, and for this reason, she also 
prioritizes the creation of music for students of 
all levels. Her pedagogical compositions and 
arrangements for piano, violin, and other 
instruments are featured in the publications of 
several music exam organizations, including 
the largest in Canada (the Royal Conservatory 
of Music) as well as two of the largest in the 
world (the Associated Board of the Royal 
Schools of Music and Trinity College London); 
and as such are used by music students and 
teachers in more than one hundred countries. 
The 2021 RCM violin syllabus includes 36 of 
her compositions and arrangements (23 of 
which appear in the printed books); and the 
2022 RCM piano syllabus includes 32 of her 
compositions (with 10 of those in the printed 
books), making Christine one of the best 
represented composers in both series.  
As well as composing, Christine engages 
students in creative music activities through 
short-term non-competitive projects such as 
Creativity Out Loud (hosted by Pacific Opera 
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Victoria and Kaleidoscope Theatre), in which 
students have five days to create a short 
musical theatre production from scratch. She 
also teaches theory and harmony at the Victoria 
Conservatory of Music. 
 

Strings – Clayton Leung 
After joining the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra in 2013, Clayton Leung has 
immersed himself in the local arts scene; 
making appearances at the Alberta Baroque 
Society, C’mon Festival, Early Music Alberta, 
Edmonton Chamber Music Society, Edmonton 
Recital Society, Candlelight concerts, with the 
Chamber Orchestra of Edmonton. and has 
performed nationally and internationally with 
Kent Sangster’s jazz ensemble, Obsessions 
Octet. Additionally, Clayton is a proud member 
of the Health Arts Society of Alberta and 
teaches at the MacEwan Conservatory. Before 
moving to Edmonton, Clayton was the principal 
violist with the Newfoundland Symphony 
Orchestra and violist of the Atlantic String 
Quartet and regularly performed with the 
Victoria and Vancouver Island Symphonies. 

A native of Fort Langley BC, he began violin 
lessons at the Langley Community Music 
School. He continued his studies at the 
University of Victoria, and then pursued the 
viola at the University of Minnesota and the 
Cleveland Institute of Music. 
 

Voice – Eva Bostrand 
Eva Bostrand, M Mus., began her musical 
training and performing in Stockholm, Sweden, 
where she attended Musikhögskolan, University 
of Stockholm, and Stockholms 
Musikpedagogiska Institut. Throughout her 
training, she performed as soloist and 
ensemble singer with professional and 
semiprofessional vocal groups. She was a 
member of the Swedish Radio Chamber Choir 
under the direction of Eric Ericson, one of her 
mentors, and toured, performed, and recorded 
extensively with the choir. Bostrand sang under 
conductors Anders Öhrwall, Riccardo Muti, Sir 

David Wilcox, James DePriest, and Nikolaus 
Harnoncourt. 

Since coming to Canada, Bostrand has 
appeared in solo and chamber music recitals 
and performed with symphony orchestras. 

Bostrand teaches voice from her own music 
studio, storefrontstudio, in Edmonton. She has 
a passion for voice education and leads 
workshops for voice teachers, music teachers, 
choirs, and voice students of all levels. In 2004 
she founded A Joyful Noise, the choir for 
people who believe that they can not sing. In 
2006 she founded Sing for Life, a society that 
supports a performing arts program at 
Edmonton Institution for Women. 

Bostrand believes strongly in the many well 
documented social, psychological and medical 
benefits of singing. But mostly, she says, “It’s 
just fun.” 
 

Guitar – Mitch Zorich 
Mitch is an Edmonton based Guitarist and 
Instructor. He’s a graduate of the Red Deer 
College Music Program (Electric Guitar) where 
he also studied Classical Guitar, later receiving 
Royal Conservatory of Music Gold Medals for 
Levels 7, 8, and 9. Mitch’s interest in learning 
different musical styles also motivated him to 
complete a DipLCM in Jazz Performance from 
the London College of Music. 

Mitch has been teaching a variety of Guitar 
styles and methods since 2002, and is part of 
the Music Faculty at Suzuki Charter School, 
The Conservatory of Music at Alberta College, 
Long & McQuade and Prime School of Music. 

Mitch regularly performs Pop instrumentals as a 
soloist and with Pepperland, a Beatles cover 
band. Mitch has previously performed with the 
Metallica tribute act Disposable Heroes and 
Red Hot Chili Peppers tribute act Scar Tissue. 
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 Our Sincere Thanks to: 

 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Michaela Mercer-Deadman 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts (AFA) 
Alberta Music Education Foundation (AMEF) 
Edmonton Arts Council 
Alberta Registered Music Teachers’ Association   
    (ARMTA), Provincial 
Alberta Registered Music Teachers’ Association   
    (ARMTA), Edmonton Branch 
National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) 
Bella Music 
ch. cafeteria 
Duo Majoya 
Bob Jones 
Gladys Odegard 
Patty Wu 
The many generous donors during the festival 
Those who donated to the bottle drive 

Class 
Sponsors: 
 

Alberta Registered Music 
Teachers’ Association 
     -Edmonton Branch 
Judith Ammann 
Duo Majoya 
National Association of 
     Teachers of Singing 
Sylvia Shadick-Taylor 
Patty Wu 
 
 
 

Contemporary  
Showcase Committee: 
 

Brenda Philp, Chair 
Judith Ammann 
Leslie Bai 
Mari Alice Conrad 
Bill Dimmer 
Carolyn Garritano  
Gary Kropp 
Anita Kuzma 
Beth MacIntosh 
Diana Nuttall 
Gladys Odegard 
Lauressa Pawlowski 
Joan Ritchie 
Sylvia Shadick-Taylor 
Juanita Stauffer 
Theresa Theobald 
 

If you are interested in making a donation to Contemporary Showcase Edmonton 
or becoming involved on the committee, contact Brenda Philp, artdog@shaw.ca. 

Teachers represented 
in this year's Showcase: 
 
 

Laura Anderson 
Leslie Bai 
Sophia Barry 
Tess Brown 
Flora Camuzet 
Elizabeth Cooper 
Deborah Gallant 
Carolyn Garritano 
Annette George 
Elizabeth Grigaitis 
Jan Janovsky 
Natalia Krupinova 
Anita Kuzma 
Justine Lai 
Josina Leder-Sears 
Beth MacIntosh 
Leanne Maitland 
Vicki Martin 

Appreciation is extended to this year's 
Clinicians for giving so much of their 
time and sharing their expertise: 
 

Young Composers Program (YCP)  
 

Dr. Andriy Talpash 
 
Contemporary Showcase Festival 
 

Eva Bostrand, Christine Donkin, Clayton Leung,  
Dr. Leanne Regehr, Mitch Zorich 
 
Sound Sculpting Workshop 
 

Mari Alice Conrad, Diana Tayler 
 
Improvisation Workshops 
 

Bill Dimmer, Beth Schuld 

Program 
Advertisers: 
 

Alberta Registered Music 
Teachers’ Association 
     -Edmonton Branch 
Amadeus Music 
Long & McQuade 
Lorna Paterson 
Sylvia Shadick-Taylor 
 
 
 
YCP Students: 
 

Rachel Chow 
Roland McNeil 
Charlton Qiu 

YCP Teachers 
Represented:  
 

Jan Janovsky 
Sylvia Shadick-Taylor 

Young Composers  
Program Coordinator:  
 

Lauressa Pawlowski  
 

 

 

Rhonda McEachen 
Diana Nuttall 
Etelka Nyilasi 
Janna Olson 
Marek Orszulik 
Kelly Patterson 
Linda J Purves 
Sylvia Shadick-Taylor 
Dawn Stahl 
Juanita Stauffer 
Andriy Talpash 
Katie Tilbury 
Maryan Threndyle 
Eleanor Tsui 
David Tutt 
Laura Veeze 
Anne Wilson-Unger 
Patty Wu 
 

A Special Thank You 
to all secretaries, 

door monitors 
& other volunteers 
that help make this 
event a success! 

 

Holy Trinity 
Anglican 
Church 
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